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worship the Perumal. The boy then disappeared. The King
was nonplussed with this strange communication. That night
in his sleep God appeared and said that He was pleased with
his tapas and that He had chosen him as the vehide for making
available to the world a beautiful archa form of Himself. He
asked him to do thirumanjanam to the chakram which attacked
Durvasa rishi earlier. Perumal continued that Ganga, Yamuna
and Saraswati rivers have joined in that place and he should
use the water of that river for performing thirumanjanam to
the chakxaiar He asked Ambarisha to build a temple in front of
a tank with the idol facing east. The next day Ambarisha went
and explored the ant hill and as expected a beautiful vigraha
of Perumal was found. He built a temple and used to perform
festivals to the Perumal in that temple throughout his life. As
this is the place where Ambarisha built the temple and installed
the Perumal God is also known as Ambarisha Varadhan. As
He was born to protect the entire world, He is also known as
Vaiyam Katha Perumal which in Tamil means the Protector of
the Worlds. The Goddess here was seen in a slim and trender
form like a dinging tendrilL She was named by Ambarisha
as Poongodiyal. In Tamil, it means a person who is slim and
delicate like a tender flower creeper.
In the meantime, the rishis who were performing a yaga
wanted to decide as to who amongst the Trinity was the fittest
person to receive the Havis. Brighu Maharishi was selected to
decide the fittest person amongst the Trinity. Brighu went to
Satya loka, Kailasam and Vaikuntam. He was not received prop-
erly either in Brahmaloka or in Kailasam. In Thirupparkadal he
saw Lord Vishnu lying down with His eyes dosed. Even Vishnu
had not noticed him as soon as he arrived. In a fit of anger,
Brighu kicked the God on His chest. Goddess Mahalakshmi who
is always seated on the chest of Vishnu felt hurt that God should
have allowed this insult to occur. But Vishnu was not perturbed.
He caught the feet of Brighu and only asked whether his foot
was hurt Immediately, the rishi felt ashamed. He however re-
alised that this God who had replied to his heinous act with
nothing but gentle words was the greatest amongst the Trin-
ity. At the same time, he felt ashamed of his egotistic act He
asked forgiveness from the Goddess as well as from the God. In